; Web site: http:// ncseonline .org/ conference/ Oceans/) This conference will bring together scientists, policy makers, university faculty and students, and educated citizens from a wide range of disciplines to share their perspectives on the crisis facing our oceans, the knowledge and tools needed to face the challenge, and the policies and governance necessary to restore and protect the oceans. 
This conference will provide a global forum for a wide-ranging discussion on key issues related to research on large rivers such as likely anthropogenic impacts, restoration potential and associated challenges, and effective and sustainable management.
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Marissa Weiss, this year's AGU Mass Media Fellow, feels so strongly about communicating science that she and a fellow graduate student started a course on the subject. Three years ago, she and the other student in the biogeochemistry and environmental biocomplexity program at Cornell University, Ithaca, N. Y., developed-with the aid of mentors-a semester-long science communication class.
The course has since become a regular offering at Cornell, where Weiss defended her dissertation in ecology this past August. A soil ecologist, Weiss showed in her thesis research that nitrogen pollution can cause slowing of soil decomposition because of a declining abundance of microbes that break the soil down.
In the communication course, Weiss and her fellow students learned to write opinion pieces, pitch their research to newspapers to learn how to solicit coverage, maintain blogs, produce podcasts, and present their research on a local radio show. She and her colleagues even wrote a letter to the editor, published in Science, about their course in which they encouraged other graduate programs to include science communication training and advised them on how to make that training a success (see Science, 316(5828), 1122 , 25 May 2007 .
For most beginning researchers, taking such a communication course would have been enough. For Weiss, though, it was just an appetizer. Last year, she applied to be, and was accepted as, AGU's 2010 Fellow in the Science and Technology Mass Media Fellows program run by the American Association for the Advancement of Science. "While some may argue that research scientists don't really need more than basic communication training because relatively little of our time is spent doing public outreach, I think I am likely to allocate more time to public outreach if I have the training and ability to do it well," Weiss wrote in a September post on an AGU blog called The Plainspoken Scientist (http:// blog .agu .org/ sciencecommunication).
The Mass Media Fellows program, in which AGU has sponsored a fellow for the past 13 years, places young scientists at news organizations of many types (newspapers, radio, television, online), both large and small, to spend 10 weeks working as reporters. For the scientists, who are usually graduate students or newly minted Ph.D.s, it is an immersion program meant to help them learn from the inside how science journalism works and to thereby become better communicators, as well as to enhance the science expertise-at least temporarily-of news organizations that accept fellows.
Weiss currently is based in Greeley, Colo., north of Denver, during her fellowship, which began on 27 September, as a radio reporter for NPR-affiliate KUNC. Stay tuned to The Plainspoken Scientist and Eos for updates from Weiss about the challenges and rewards of suddenly finding herself as a reporter-on the air, and on deadline-for a real newsroom. Also, look for Weiss at the 2010 AGU Fall Meeting in San Francisco, Calif., where she will discuss her experiences and participate in a workshop on how to create a science communication course for graduate students.
-Peter Weiss, Public Information Manager, AGU; E-mail: pweiss@agu.org
